
RICHARDSON’S YARD
“Organic Roofs were easy and straightforward 
to work with. They did what they said they were 
going to do when they were going to do it. 
A very welcome member of our construction 
team on the Richardson’s Yard project. I would 
certainly use them again”
Ross Gilbert, Director, QED Property Ltd

CASE 
STUDY

Client: Brighton Housing Trust
Location: Brighton
Size: 160m2

Main contractor: REDS10
Completion date: November 2013

WILDFLOWER ROOFS 
FOR PUBLIC BUILDINGS

WWW.ORGANICROOFS.CO.UK   |   TEL: 01273 774 152
OUR CURRENT CLIENTS INCLUDE



CASE 
STUDY

Richardon’s Yard is a shipping container developed for 
Brighton Housing Trust, providing accommodation for 
people who may have had a history of homelessness. It 
sits on the site of the old Cobblers Thumb Pub in the New 
England Quarter, and has a 5 year lease.

Aluminium edge detail is set out around the perimeter, with protection layer laid out in the usual way. A drainage layer is 
used here but is often omitted in Swiss applications.

Our brief for this project was to create a cost-effective green 
roof that met Brighton’s biodiversity planning conditions. 
It is the first major UK application of our Swiss-style 
HaybaseTM which offers very high quality habitat potential at 
comparable cost to simple sedum roofs
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Our HaybaseTM build-up offers ecologically-rich native 
meadow habitat at comparable weight loading and materials 
cost to sedum roofs, making it unbeatable for projects 
looking to increase BREEAM/Code points or to meet strict 
biodiversity planning conditions. As a locally sourced waste 
material, it also has low embodied energy and make for a 
fantastic PR story for your project. 

The renunciation of mowing provides nature with an additional opportunity: many species of pollinator and invertebrates are 
not disturbed and may be procted under dead plants over winter. Birds also benefit from the rich food supply of insects and 
seedheads. We’re excited about HaybaseTM, and excited to see it become a cornerstone of high-quality biodiverse green 
roof installation across the UK

Designated a ‘self-sustaining meadow’, the reduced 
plant coverage that is achieved with this substrate 
means that it has comparable maintenance 
requirements to sedum, needing no annual cut 
back. We have a strategic partnership with the 
University of Brighton to help performance test this 
groundbreaking innovation. 
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INDICATIVE GANTT CHART NOVEMBER 2013

WHY 
CHOOSE 
ORGANIC 
ROOFS?

TRANSPARENCY
Once the project spec  
is agreed, the price you  
see is the price you pay.

SIMPLICITY
We avoid jargon and 
oversee all communications 
with clients, design team 
and contractors to ensure a 
smooth install

PEACE OF MIND
Habitat and roofing 
expertise, fully warrantied 
workmanship and 
manufacturer-backed 
guarantees on all installed 
components
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TECHNICAL DATA   
Pitch  2o

Size  160m2

Weight  75kg/m2 saturated
Membrane  1.2mm one-piece EPDM
Planting  Organic Roofs’ Biosphere Mix (see separate data sheet)
Wildflower species including Brown banded Carder Bee, Dingy Skipper, Hornet Robberfly
Irrigation None required for Haybase 
Maintenance regime Bi-annual £400 p/a

Locally appropriate planting

Substrate (60mm)

Meadow Hay (average 75mm)

Geotextile protection layer

EPDM (membrane)

18mm plywood sheets

Insulation

18mm plywood sheets

Lay joists and structural deck
Lay one-piece membrane to roofs 1,2 and 3
Penetrations - soil pipes and air-condition
Aluminium edging adhered
Solar PV base frame work installed
Goetextile protection layer
Haybase spread over roof
Substrate in 25kg bags split and distributed
Seeding with Organic Roofs Brighton biosphere seed mix                   

RECENT COLLABORATIONS AND INSPIRATION:

VOTED 78 IN THE #ECOBUILD100 ‘MOST USEFUL 
AND INSIGHTFUL’ TWITTER ACCOUNTS

OUR GREEN ROOF MOOD BOARD HAS HUNDREDS OF  
EXAMPLES TO INSPIRE YOUR PROJECT

@organicroofs pinterest.com/oroofs

“We are thrilled with the roofs 
at Richardson’s Yard. Not 
only do they look great and 
change with the seasons, 
they provide great insulation 
for those on the top floor of 
the development. I wish more 
of our homes had them”
Andy Winter,  
Chief Executive.
Brighton Housing Trust


